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The communications
industry
is on the brink of a
revolution,
as evidenced
by almost daily newspaper
articles on cable TV, wireless phones, and “information
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schema evolution.
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Good network management
is likely to require human
analysis for a long time to come. So there is a question
of how best to present data in a manner that can
be absorbed.
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at
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The time available to make a route determination is very small, in many network environments,
necessitating
the use of main-memory
databases with
data partitioned/replicated
for local access.
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Name servers and similar directory
services
provide information
about the network itself. More generally, access may be desired to information
at unidentified locations in the network, and appropriate
directories, indices, or agents used to locate the information.
Digital libraries,
in particular,
are being hotly studied
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With rapid
changes the communications
industry
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undergoing, and exponential
growth in traffic volume, such
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tool. It will not be long before
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“finders” become commonplace.

databases is crucial for most
is different
from reliability,

which is of great importance
in applications
such as
banking
that have been investigated
by the database
community
hitherto.
High availability
requires not
just fast recovery schemes and hot spares, but also
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