
P 

FDT ... BULLETIN OF ACM - SIGMOD 

THE SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP ON 

MANAGEMENT OF DATA ............ 

VOLUME 8, NUMBER i ....... 1976 

A Progress Report on the  A c t i v i t i e s  of the  CODASYL 
End Us ~ Fac i l i t y .  ~ a~ k Group 

Chairman's Message 

Editor ' ~ Message 

Ne~ and Announcements 

1 

~0 

Inside Back Cover 

Inside Back Cover 



FDT 

A Quarterly Publication of the ACM Special Interest Group on Management of Data (SIGMOD) 

S IGMOD 

Special Interest Group on 
Management of Data 

Association for Computing Machinery 

Board of Directors 

Chairman 

James P. Fry 
Data Translation Project 
Graduate School of Business 

Administration 
University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109 

(313) 763-3580 

Charles Bachman 
Honeywell Information 

Systems 
ASTO MS 425C 
200 Smith Street 
Waltham, Mass. 02154 

T. William Olle 
27 Blackwood Close 
West Bufleet 
Surrey, KTi4 6PP 
England 

Vice-Chairman 

Diane C. P. Smith 
Computer Science Department 
University of Utah 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84143 

(801) 581-8253 

Larry Cohn 
IBM Corporation 
1501 California Ave. 
Pa!o Alto, Calif. 94304 

Bernard K. Plagman 
(Past Chairman) 
83-01 116 Street 
Kew Garden, NY 11418 

Secretary-Treasurer 

John D. Joyce 
Computer Science Department 
General Motors Research Lab 
Warren, Michigan 48090 

(313) 575-3176 

Douglas S. Kerr 
(Newsletter Editor) 
Dept. Computer and 

Information Science 
The Ohio State University 
2036 Neil Avenue Mall 
Columbus, Ohio 43210 
(614) 422~1519 

Robert Taylor 
K53/282 
IBM Research Lab 
Monterey & Cottle Roads 
San Jose, Calif. 95193 

Newsletter Staff 

Editor Typist 

Douglas S. Kerr Sandy Rich 

CONTRIBUTIONS To FDT may be sent to the Editor. They should be camera-ready and typed single spaced. 
All papers printe~--Nerein are unrefereed working papers, unless otherwise noted. 

MEMBERSHIP IN SIGMOD (at $3 per year) is open to ACM members, associate members and student members; non~ 
ACM members may belong to SIGMOD (at $ii per year) provided their major professional allegiance is in a 
field other than information processing or computing. Library subscriptions are available for $9 per year. 

CHANGES OF ADDRESS, SUBSCRIPTION INQUIRIES and OTHER BUSINESS INQUIRIES should be directed to ACM SIGMOD, 
1133 Avenue of the Americas~ New York. ~ 10036. 

REGULAR BACK ISSUES of FDT are available from ACM Headquarters for $2 per copy prepaid. SIGMOD WORKSHOP 
PROCEEDINGS are also available for different prices. 

Additional copies of THIS SPECIAL ISSUE are available prepaid at $3 for ACM and/or SIGMOD members and 
$4 for others from ACM Headquarters. 



SIGMOD CHAIRMAN's MESSAGE 

This year marks a new era for SIG~.~D -- 
a time of transition from a small limited govern- 
ment Special Interest Group into a large self- 
governing organization. The past two years have 
seen rapid growth in our membership as interest 
in the database area grows. 

Last year's annual technical conference 
was truly an international affair and thanks to 
Frank King and Vincent Lum a high mark of achieve- 
ment in overall technical quality was attained. 
From all indications, this year's technical 
conference (2-4 June in Virginia), under the 
direction of Ed Sibley and Jim Rothnie, will con- 
tinue this trend and will provide an atmosphere 
for technical interchange. 

A phenomenal growth (current membership ex- 
ceeds 2000) is not without problems. As the 
membership grows, the diversity and interest 
levels of the members also broadens. This brings 
to mind the question of technical relevance of 
SIGMOD's activities to the general membership. 
Although there are some members who are avid 
followers of the technical topics addressed at the 
SIGMOD conferences (mostly in the Universities 
and research laboratories) many members may not 
be able to differentiate between a B-tree or TRIE 
organization, know how to obtain a Third Normal 
Form or what the SLICE operation is in data trans- 
lation, let alone the technical jargon associated 
with database technology. This situation creates 
a technological communication gap which we believe 
needs to be addressed. 

In order to increase the current awareness of 
SIGMOD members, we have decided on the following 
goal: 

To increase member services and involve- 
ment while maintaining the overall technical 
quality of SIGMOD without increasing 
membership dues. 

One of the first steps toward this goal will be 
to provide the proceedings of the SIGMOD technical 
conferences and relevant material from CODASYL 
and ANSISP~RC organizations to the membership. 

In the area of SIGMOD conferences, one 
approach to increasing awareness is to present 
different types of conferences, perhaps more on 
the survey and tutorial model. Another approach 
would be to reinitiate professional development 
seminars on a local or regional basis. Still 
another would be to precede our annual technical 
conferences with a survey and tutorial session 
based on papers presented at that conference. 
All of these approaches require member involve- 
ment. What is your opinion? 

To facilitate better communications, we plan 
to initiate a one page newsletter called BITS AND 
BYTES to compliment the FDT Bulletin. This in- 
formal newsletter will be edited by Bob Taylor 
and will address technical happenings of interest 
to the SIG members. Bob is considering including 
such items as a calendar of technical conferences, 
a call for papers deadline, and short conference 
reports. 

To coordinate the overall SIG publication 
activities, I have asked Ed Sibley to assume 
the post of Director of Publications. His task 
is to assure a smooth and direct flow of high 
quality information both inside and outside the 
Special Interest Group. This issue of the FDT 
Bulletin also introduces the new SIGMOD Bulletin 
Editor, Doug Kerr. He has some new ideas about 
the SIGMOD Bulletin such as not only maintaining 
the regular schedule, but also increasing the 
frequency of FDT to bi-monthly. Additionally in 
the publications area, we hope to appoint a 
FDT European editor to provide additional liaison 
with the database activities in Europe. 

To organize SIGMOD partitipation in the ACM 
National Conference and to initiate other inter- 
face conferences, I have asked Diane Smith, 
SIGMOD Vice-Chairwoman, to be the Technical 
Conference Coordinator. Not only is Diane busy 
with the current SIGMOD-SIGPLAN interface con- 
ference on Data Abstraction and Definition in 
March, but she is planning three technical 
sessions at the 1976 ACM National Conference in 
Texas and considering a SIGMOD-SIGMINI Interface 
Conference on Database with Small Processors. 

Following the final results of the election 
last fall, the elected officers have been busy 
learning the ropes and trying to formulate over- 
all general policies for SIGMOD. (The confusion 
about the election last year was due to the 
concern of the SIG/SIC Board, that members who 
had voted against the self-governing SIG 
amendment would be disfranchised from voting for 
the officers if the motion passed. The vote 
tabulation indicated an overwhelming approval for 
the amendment and the small number of members 
voting against the amendment would not have 
affected the outcome of the election. Attached 
is the current operational organization of SIGMOD.) 

SIGMOD Treasurer, John Joyce, received his 
Christmas present early last December with a 
budget from ACM Headquarters. John spent many 
hours over the holidays Juggling and struggling 
with the figures for the 1977 SIGMOD Budget. As 
a result of that process, we have decided to run 
a deficit in order to meet the goal of not in- 
creasing membership dues. 

The SIGMOD Executive Committee is working 
for a better SIG and now ask the members of 
SIGMOD what can you do to support SIG. We have 
needs for referees, reviewers, technical con- 
ference chairpersons, contributors to the FDT 

Bulletin, and so on. 

J. P. F. 
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