
 Editor’s Notes 
	

Welcome	to	the	September	2026	issue	of	the	ACM	SIGMOD	Record!		

This	issue	starts	with	the	Database	Principles	column	presenting	an	article	by	Jan	Van	den	Bussche	
that	focuses	on	models	generated	at	scale	by	machine	learning.		The	article	puts	forward	a	proposal	
to	treat	the	models	as	data,	thus	enabling	management	by	sound	data-management	practices	in	the	
context	of	a	new	class	of	complex	analytical	queries.	To	that	end,	the	author	introduces	a	new	kind	of	
database	querying	for	models,	arguing	that	such	querying	should	parallel	declarative	querying	that	
is	the	core	purpose	of	most	data	systems.		The	article	surveys	existing	ideas	and	recent	work	in	that	
space,	and	points	out	the	associated	research	challenges	and	directions.		

The	Systems	and	Prototypes	column	features	an	article	by	Del	Gaudio	and	colleagues	that	presents	
DaiSy,	a	unified	library	for	exact	similarity	search	in	data	series	across	diverse	execution	environ-
ments.	DaiSy	integrates	multiple	state-of-the-art	algorithms	within	a	single	coherent	framework,	and	
supports	interfaces	allowing	users	to	incorporate	its	functionality	into	a	variety	of	tasks.	It	 is	also	
directly	applicable	 to	exact	 similarity	search	over	vector	data,	which	enables	 its	use	 in	a	broader	
range	of	applications.	DaiSy	is	open	sourced	and	is	publicly	available	online.		

The	Reminiscences	on	Influential	Papers	column,	edited	by	Pınar	Tözün,	features	contributions	by	
Wolfgang	Lehner,	Essam	Mansour,	and	Arijit	Khan.		
	
The	Advice	to	Mid-Career	Researchers	column	presents	a	contribution	by	Renée	J.	Miller.	The	reflec-
tions	shared	in	the	article	focus	on	the	Big	Research	data-management	research	system	that	we	find	
ourselves	a	part	of.	The	author	invites	mid-career	researcher	readers	to	pause	and	reflect	on	whether	
anything	can	and	should	be	changed	in	the	Big	Research	ecosystem,	based	on	the	reader’s	experience.	
The	article	calls	on	the	readers	to	contemplate	specific	ways	of	using	their	power,	to	consider	switch-
ing	from	“get”	to	“create”	in	their	work,	and	to	incorporate	trust	and	joy	in	their	work	and	life.		
	
The	DBrainstorming	column,	whose	goal	is	to	discuss	new	and	potentially	controversial	ideas	that	
might	be	of	interest	and	benefit	to	the	research	community,	features	an	article	by	Xiao	Hu	presenting	
the	idea	of	fast	matrix	multiplication	for	database	query	processing.	The	author	considers	the	phe-
nomenon	of	the	emergent	incorporation	of	dedicated	linear-algebra	kernels	in	modern	data	systems,	
for	use	with,	e.g.,	machine	learning.	In	this	context,	the	proposal	put	forward	in	the	article	is	to	focus	
on	the	potential	that	would	come	from	repurposing	these	optimized	algebraic	engines	for	classical	
query	processing.	To	that	end,	the	article	discusses	the	research	direction	that	explores	fast	matrix	
multiplication	within	database-query	engines,	with	the	promise	of	bringing	the	theoretical	power	of	
algebraic	techniques	to	practical	data	systems.		
	
The	Distinguished	Profiles	column	presents	an	interview	with	Anthony	K.H.	Tung,	Professor	of	Com-
puter	Science	at	the	National	University	of	Singapore,	where	he	is	also	the	AI	lead	at	the	NUS	Artificial	
Intelligence	Institute	and	Director	of	the	NUS-Google	Joint	Research	and	Innovation	Center.	In	the	
interview,	Anthony	talks	about	his	technical	contributions,	research	trajectory,	and	the	philosophy	
behind	his	work.	He	shares	his	thoughts	and	experiences	of	being	present	in	various	research	com-
munities,	and	discusses	how	that	relates	to	his	working	with	his	students	and	to	his	approach	to	con-
necting	research	with	practical	 impact.	He	 talks	about	his	engagement	efforts	with	broader	audi-
ences,	in	particular	about	his	Diversity	News	project,	his	work	to	make	AI	available	to	smaller-size	
companies,	and	his	doing	public	outreach	about	AI	in	Singapore.	The	interview	closes	with	Anthony	
sharing	his	thoughts	about	connections	between	philosophy	and	things	such	as	study	of	language	and	
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singing,	about	his	view	of	society,	and	about	its	implications	on	how	he	would	like	his	work	to	be	
remembered.		
	
The	issue	closes	with	the	Reports	column,	which	features	two	articles.	The	first	article,	contributed	
by	Bernasconi	and	colleagues,	summarizes	the	outcomes	of	two	editions	of	the	International	Work-
shop	on	Transforming	Graph	Data,	which	was	co-located	with	EDBT/ICDT	in	Barcelona,	Spain	2025	
and	in	Tampere,	Finland	in	2026.	The	article	reports	on	the	workshop	contributions,	on	the	themes	
recurring	within	and	across	the	workshop	editions,	and	the	agenda	that	has	emerged.	The	second	
article,	 contributed	by	Amer-Yahia	and	colleagues,	 summarizes	discussions	 that	 took	place	 in	 the	
context	of	a	2026	Dagstuhl	seminar	on	systems	and	algorithms	for	managing	vector	data	for	retrieval	
augmented	generation	(RAG).	The	discussions	in	the	seminar	explored	the	emerging	paradigm	of	AI-
native	databases	that	are	designed	to	support	agentic	workflows	and	RAG	by	integrating	large	lan-
guage	models	with	database	abstractions.	The	article	summarizes	the	ideas	and	discussions	contrib-
uted	to	the	seminar,	reports	on	the	keynotes,	working	groups,	lightning	talks,	and	the	panel	on	the	
seminar	program,	and	outlines	future	research	directions	in	this	space.	
	
	
	
	
On	behalf	of	the	SIGMOD	Record	Editorial	board,	I	hope	that	you	enjoy	reading	the	September	2026	
issue	of	the	SIGMOD	Record!		
	
Your	submissions	to	the	SIGMOD	Record	are	welcome	via	the	submission	site:	

https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/sigmodrecord 	
	
Prior	to	submission,	please	read	the	Editorial	Policy	on	the	SIGMOD	Record’s	website:		

https://sigmodrecord.org/sigmod-record-editorial-policy/	
		

Rada	Chirkova	
September	2026	
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