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SIGMOD Award Winners for 2026
The SIGMOD Executive Committee and Awards Chair are excited to share the winners of the SIGMOD Awards
for 2026. We thank the SIGMOD Award Committee and the Jim Gray Doctoral Dissertation Award Committee
for their diligent work.

SIGMOD Awards Committee: Ailamaki Anastasia, Sourav S. Bhowmick, Georgia Koutrika, Sharad Mehro-
tra (Chair), C. Mohan, Ooi Beng Chin, Rachel Pottinger, Sayan Ranu, Cyrus Shahabi, Wang-Chiew Tan

Jim Gray Doctoral Dissertation Award Committee: Fatma Özcan (Co-chair), Georgia Koutrika (Co-chair),
Sourav S Bhowmick, Daniel Kang, Peng Li, Steven Whang, Paolo Papotti, Nesime Tatbul, Kostas Stefanidis

SIGMOD Edgar F. Codd Innovations Award. For innovative and highly significant contributions of enduring
value to the development, understanding, or use of database systems and databases.

Winner for 2026: J. V. Jagadish. For establishing usability as a first-class design principle in data
management, and for pioneering the research agenda that redefined how humans interact with data systems.

SIGMOD Contributions Award. For significant contributions to the field of database systems through research
funding, education, and professional services.

Winner for 2026: Divyakant Agrawal. For his transformative leadership of SIGMOD, modernizing its
publication and conference models, and expanding its global reach.

SIGMOD Jim Gray Doctoral Dissertation Award To recognize excellent research by doctoral candidates in the
database field.

Co-Winner for 2026: Hangdong Zhao. For the dissertation “Advancing Join Algorithms for Real-world
Queries”.
Co-Winner for 2026: Wenqi Jiang. For the dissertation “Vector-Centric Machine Learning Systems: A
Cross-Stack Approach”.
Honorable Mention for 2026: Kyle Deeds. For the dissertation “Data-Aware Complexity Analysis and
Program Optimization”.
Honorable Mention for 2026: Arnab Phani. For the dissertation “Fine-grained Reuse and Feature Trans-
formations in Machine Learning Systems”.
Honorable Mention for 2026: Manuel Schönberger. For the dissertation “A Twofold Strategy Towards
Mature Quantum Data Management”.

SIGMOD Test-of-Time Award. To recognize the best paper from the SIGMOD proceedings 10–12 years prior,
based on the criterion of identifying the paper that has had the most impact (research, products, methodology) over
the intervening decade.

Winner for 2026: “The Snowflake Elastic Data Warehouse”, by Benoit Dageville, Thierry Cruanes,
Marcin Zukowski, Vadim Antonov, Artin Avanes, Jon Bock, Jonathan Claybaugh, Daniel Engovatov, Martin
Hentschel, Jiansheng Huang, Allison W. Lee, Ashish Motivala, Abdul Q. Munir, Steven Pelley, Peter
Povinec, Greg Rahn, Spyridon Triantafyllis, and Phillipp Unterbrunner. For its profound influence on
the research community and industry, shaping the design of modern cloud data systems and driving innova-
tions adopted by millions of users.

Conference-level Awards. Please visit https://2026.sigmod.org/sigmod_awards.shtml to see more awards at
the conference level.
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