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There are a number of data manipulation requirements common to most decision support (DSS)
systems; these requirements are currently being addressed through the use of sophisticated
decision support engines working in conjunction with the RDBMS. Since RDBMSs are the
preferred data storage layer for DSS, there is an opportunity to provide many of the most frequent
data manipulation requirements within the database. Recommendations on how decision support
functionality should be partitioned between the RDBMS engine and the DSS application will be
presented.

The session will begin with an overview of decision support architectures, covering the role of the
RDBMS, the DSS Engine, and the DSS Application as well as the differences between two tier
vs. three tier decision support architectures. End-user requirements such as Multidimensional
Conceptual Data Views and the need for On Line Analytical Processing (OLAP) will then be
addressed, with real world examples of OLAP requirements.

Finally, requirements for interactive decision support such as Query Governing and proactive
Cost Feedback Mechanisms will be covered. The speaker will conclude with thoughts on which
DSS features are best implemented in the RDBMS and which DSS features are best provided by a
DSS application engine in order to maximize efficiency and the power of the application.
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